The 2010 Mill Valley to Corte Madera Bicycle and Pedestrian
Study evaluated improvements to three alternative routes
between Mill Valley and Corte Madera, including (1) the Horse
Hill/Alto Hill Pathway and connecting roadways, (2) reopening
the Alto Tunnel for bike/ped use, and (3) the Camino Alto/Corte
Madera Avenue on-street route. Conceptual improvements
were evaluated through an inclusive public process. During
this process, several additional issues were identified with the
Alto Tunnel route that could not be answered. These additional
issues included the contingency levels (40%) on the project cost
estimates, as well as property/right-of-way questions and will be
studied as part of the Alto Tunnel Study.

The Alto Tunnel Study will further research property ownership
and refine geotechnical information of the Alto Tunnel Corridor (a former railroad right-of-way) for potential future use as a
bicycle and pedestrian connection between Mill Valley and Corte
Madera. This Study will produce technical information to help
local policy makers make informed decisions on next steps.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Fall, 2013 (Estimated)

COMPLETION DATE

NTPP $600,000

FUNDING SOURCE

$600,000

COST

Alto Tunnel Corridor - This project will study a potential alternative route between Mill Valley and Corte Madera, reopening the
Alto Tunnel for bicycle and pedestrian use.

LOCATION

Project Number: 1001

Alto Tunnel north
portal entrance.

For questions, please contact Ms. Carey Lando, Marin County
Department of Public Works, clando@marincounty.org or 415 473 5078.

Path leading to
Alto Tunnel’s north
portal entrance.

Alto Tunnel Bikeway Corridor Study
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http://walkbikemarin.org/projects_millvalley.php

Alto Tunnel
south portal.

For questions, please contact Ms. Carey Lando, Marin County
Department of Public Works, clando@marincounty.org or 415 473 5078.

As with past study efforts, project information is available on the project webpage at: walkbikemarin.org/projects_altotunnel.php

A Public Workshop later this year will be an opportunity to provide input and learn about the findings of the property research and land surveying. As with the MV-CM Bike/Ped Study, County staff will maintain
a fair and transparent process for providing information to all members
of the public via website posting, notices and public meetings.

HOW TO STAY INFORMED

Recently, the County received the necessary administrative approvals
to begin work on the Alto Tunnel Study. As with the MV-CM Bike/Ped
Study, the County is the lead agency, in partnership and cooperation
with the City of Mill Valley and the Town of Corte Madera. A Request
for Proposals for land surveying and mapping was released on March 4,
2013 to provide current and accurate mapping of the Alto Tunnel corridor between Redwood Ave./Tamalpais Dr. in Corte Madera and Vasco
Court in Mill Valley. Concurrent with the land surveying and mapping
efforts, title research, documentation of ownership interests, and potential subsurface rights of property owners above the tunnel structure
will be conducted. Geotechnical investigation of the Alto Tunnel is
expected as a secondary phase of study once the property research,
field surveys and mapping are completed.

The Marin County Board of Supervisors authorized additional federal
Non-Motorized Transportation Pilot Program (NTPP) grant funds to refine cost estimates and investigate issues identified in the MV-CM Bike/
Ped Study. This additional research will further evaluate property and
right-of-way issues, as well as collect additional geotechnical information on the condition of the tunnel itself. This information will help
narrow the construction cost estimate contingency level to achieve a
higher level of confidence in how much it would cost if the tunnel were
reopened or reconstructed for future bicycle and pedestrian use.
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1001 - ALTO TUNNEL
Continued

